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Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan keefektifan dari penggunaan 
Transition Action Details strategi dalam mengajarkan menulis teks recount pada 
siswa kelas 10 di SMA Kemala Bhayangkari Kubu Raya pada tahun ajaran 
2014/2015. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian eksperimen dengan model grup pre-
test dan post-test. Sampel dari penelitian ini adalah kelas X MIA 1 yang terdiri 
dari 34 siswa.Teknik pengumpulan data adalah pengukuran, dimana instrumennya 
adalah tes tulis. Nilai rata-rata dari pre test adalah  59.71 dan nilai rata-rata dari 
post test adalah 68.85. Perbedaan antara nilai rata-rata dari pre test dan post test 
adalah 9.14. Hasil perhitungan data menunjukkan bahwa tingkat efektifannya 
adalah 1.17. Tingkat efektifan tersebut lebih besar dari 0.80. Jadi disimpulkan 
bahwa keefektifan dari mengajarkan menulis menggunakan strategi TAD pada 
siswa kelas 10 SMA Kemala Bhayangkari Kubu Raya pada tahun ajaran 
2014/2015 dikategorikan sebagai tinggi. 
 
Kata kunci: Strategi Transition Action Details, Teks Recount 
 
Abstract: This research aims to investigate the effectiveness of using Transition 
Action Details Strategy to teach writing recount texts to Year-10 students of 
“SMA Kemala Bhayangkari Kubu Raya” in Academic Year 2014/2015. This 
research is a pre experimental research with one group pre test post test design. 
The sample of this research is X MIA 1 which consists of 34 students. The 
technique of data collecting is measurement, the tool of which a written test. The 
mean score of pre test is 59.71 and the mean score of post test is 68.85. The 
interval score of the mean score of pre test and post test is 9.41. The data 
calculation shows that the effect size is 1.17. It is larger than 0.80. Thus, the 
effectiveness of teaching writing recount texts using TAD strategy to Year-10 
students of “SMA Kemala Bhayangkari Kubu Raya” in Academic Year 
2014/2015 can be categorized “large.” 
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riting is one of productive language skills which plays an important role in 
written communication. It is used to express ideas, opinions, and thoughts 
through written texts.Writing is complex skill for students to master. It includes 




so forth. Writing skill requires a mastery of various elements to convey thoughts, 
intention, and information to produce texts. 
Reference to Curriculum 2013 of English, Year-10 students of senior high 
school learn how to write recount texts. This type of text is already introduced at 
their junior high school. At this level, the students were taught to write very short 
recount texts. They just learnt how to write very simple paragraphs with one or 
two events encountered in the story. Recount texts taught at senior high schools 
are more detailed and complicated than that taught in junior high schools. So, 
students need to fulfill the different objective in writing recount 
texts.Furthermore, mastering writing recount texts is not an easy task especially 
for Year-10 students at SMA Kemala Bhayangkari. It is more complicated when 
they are assigned to make a longer story with many events and supporting 
sentences. Writing recount texts for senior high school students needs detail 
information about the events. Hence, a teacher needs to have the appropriate 
teaching technique to teach writing recount texts. 
One of the potential strategies to teach recount text is Transition Action 
Details (TAD). According to Nui (2013, p. 48), Transition Action Details (TAD) 
strategy refers to “a drafting strategy that helps students to organize a sequence of 
events into a paragraph.” Peha (2005, p. 12) defines Transition Action Details 
strategy as a useful strategy to write a story which has sequences in it. 
Furthermore, TAD strategy works like making story planning. According to 
Flower & Hayes (1981, p. 372), “Planning” defines as an act of generating ideas, 
which includes retrieving information from long-term memory. So, when the 
ideas are numerous and various, the planning of the text will become more 
demanding. Therefore, the need of story planning is essential. In this way, TAD is 
used as a guidance in story planning. It works as a representation of ideas. It eases 
the students to develop numerous ideas and create them in an organized piece of 
writing.  
Teaching recount texts writing by using Transition Action Details Strategy 
may be interesting for the students. This strategy is good for memoir or personal 
experience writing Peha (2005, p. 12). It is a drafting strategy that helps students 
to organize a sequence of events into a paragraph Nui (2013, p. 48). They can 
retell their experience in an organizational planning. By using this strategy, 
students can develop their ideas logically and completely. It leads students to 
write ideas and organize them to fulfill reader’s intention with distinct flow of the 
story: complete and clear ideas. The use of this strategy may also make students 
understand the learning material better so it can ease them in the writing process 
and fulfill the learning objective of learning writing recount text. 
This strategy uses chart which proposes three important parts to teach 
recount texts (Peha (2003, p. 38)), such as: (1) transition is chain-link as a 
connector among paragraph. It has the function as a connector nearby sentences or 
paragraphs. Transitions are short phrases like “Then” or “After a while” or “In the 
beginning” that help to introduce each new action in the sequence. Transition 
works as a signal relationship among the sentences of the paragraph. It has the 
function as support coherence among the sentence and leads the sentence which 
will be discussed. Transitions do not have to exist in each action, but they can be 
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very helpful at making the sequence flows smoothly. (2) action- the actual event 
(the thing that happened), listed in order in which they occured. In the action 
column, we can describe our action in order to give information of what 
happened. We can provide our main idea in this column by describing the events 
in order, and (3) details-the additional information about each action. It has the 
function to develop the sentence for each action. It supports the previous idea and 
explains the story. Details are extremely important part of writing. Without 
details, it is hard for a reader to know exactly what a writer tries to say. 
Nui (2013, p. 48) describes the procedure of using the TAD stategy as 
follows: (1) introducing a sequence of events in relation to the Transition-Action-
Details (TAD) organizer. (2) writing what happened in the box of the “Action” 
column. (3) adding a few notes about what happened next in the “Details” 
column. (4) continuing filling the “Action” and “Details” columns. (5) going back 
to the first box of the transition column and write a simple transition in transition 
column to introduce the first action. (6) reading the complete TAD organizer as a 
complete draft. Make sure the ideas and details are presented in the best order, and 
(7) transfering the information from the TAD organizer into a final draft.  
Moreover, Nui (2013, p. 43) states that Transition Action Details strategy 
has some advantages in the writing process. They include : (1) ideas-TAD 
strategy encourages students to develop multiple details related to one event in a 
sequence and to make the content of their writing more interesting and engaging. 
TAD will help student to put the main ideas on “action” column and develop 
multiple ideas on “details” column. Then, the students may produce ideas with 
more supporting details and descriptions, (2) organization-TAD helps students 
learning how to structure a sequence of events and use transitions consistently. 
Since students do not only concern on the appropriateness and correctness of 
language used and grammar, they need to concern with the way how sentences 
and paragraphs connect each other. In this way, the TAD encourages students to 
create an organized piece of writing through its application. (3) voice-students 
develop their voice by showing their awareness of the power of their words to 
impact their readers. With the TAD strategy, students demonstrate audience 
awareness by arranging events in different ways. It also encourages the students to 
show their personalities and the authenticity of their story through writing. 
Therefore, their writing become expressive, enganging, unique, and 
communicative. (4) word choice-students develop their word choice when they 
experiment with words gathered from conversation or other authors to craft their 
sentences. The TAD organizer can support students as they learn to use precise 
and accurate words because the organizer provides a space for students to develop 
details, transitions, and actions. 
Referring to the above explanation, it was interesting to conduct a research 
on how effective Transition Action Details strategy was applied to teach recount 
text writing in SMA Kemala Bhayangkari. Moreover, this research is aimed to a 








 This research is a pre experimental study to investigate the effectiveness of 
Transition-Action-Details (TAD) strategy to teach writing recount texts. The 
research was one group pre-test and post-test design. The design is as follows 
Cohen (2007, p. 282) : 
𝑂1 × 𝑂2 
Legends : 
O1 : Pre test  
X : Treatment  
O2 : Post test  
Referring to the above design, O1 is the pre test administered to measure 
the students’ writing skill before the treatment. After giving pre test, X is the 
treatment that applied to the group. The last, O2 is the post test given to the 
students after the treatment. Then, the result of pre-test and post-test is computed 
to investigate the degree of the effectiveness of the treatment. 
The population of this research is all of Year-10 students of SMA Kemala 
Bhayangkari in Academic Year 2014/2015 consisting of 336 students. The sample 
of the research is taken by cluster sampling technique. Since there are ten learning 
groups, cluster sampling is chosen to take one of representatives of the learning 
group. The chosen learning group was X MIA 1 which consisted of 34 students. 
The data are collected by the measurement technique. This technique is used to 
collect quantitative data through writing test to measure students’ improvement on 
writing skill. The tool of the data collecting of this research was written test. This 
instrument was used to measure students’ writing skill before and after the 
treatment.  
To obtain the data, the research was conducted in three steps. They are the 
implementation of the pre test, treatment, and the post test. The pre-test was given 
to the experimental group on April 24th, 2015. Pre test was administered to know 
the students’ prior knowledge on writing recount texts. The students were asked to 
write recount texts based on the theme of “New Year Holiday”. They were asked 
to create 4-5 paragraphs and to pay attention to the structure of the text, form of 
tense, mechanics, and so forth. 
Next meeting, the researcher applied the Transition Action Details strategy 
in teaching learning process. The treatment was done on May 8th, 2015. The 
implementation of using TAD strategy to teach writing recount texts can be 
described as follows: 
1. Planning 
In this stage, the teacher gave some explanations about what the students were 
going to write. Then, the teacher stimulated students to learn. 
a. Presenting the goal and objectives of learning 




c. Asking to make a group of discussion. The students were asked to talk in 
group about their experience. 
d. Explaining about recount text and its sequence of events and gave an example 
of recount text using transition action details strategy. 
2. Drafting 
In this stage, the students did the task from the teacher. The students focused on 
the use of transition action details strategy to make their recount texts. The 
students wrote recount text based on certain theme. The students followed the 
procedure of filling out the Transition Action Details Strategy. They began to 
think of ideas and organize their ideas in 3 columns on TAD chart. The procedure 
of using TAD is as follows: 
a. Introducing a sequence of events in relation to the Transition-Action-Details 
(TAD) organizer.  
b. Writing what happened in the box of the “Action” column. 
c. Adding a few notes about what happened next in the “Details” column. 
d. Continuing filling the “Action” and “Details” columns. 
e. Going back to the first box of the transition column and write a simple 
transition in transition column to introduce the first action. 
f. Reading the complete TAD organizer as a completed draft. Make sure the 
ideas and details are presented in the best order. 
g. Transfering the information from the TAD organizer into a final draft.  
h. Reviewing and checking grammar, punctuation, sentences, and so forth. 
3. Editing 
In this stage, the teacher guided and gave feedback to the students about their 
writing. There, the students reviewed and reexamined the text and looked back to 
their transition action details chart to see if they make some mistakes. They made 
some revision to correct and added some words, checked the grammar, used the 
correct mechanics, and so forth. 
4. Final Draft 
In this stage, the students made some necessary changes in their writing and 
prepared it for evaluation. 
In the third meeting, students were given a post test.The post-test was done 
on May 21st, 2015. Post test was intended to know students’ achievement after the 
application of the treatment. Then, the pre test and post test were compared to see 
the effectiveness of the treatment. After the data were collected, they are 
computed by using statistical method. The researcher analyzed the effect of the 
treatment by using effect size. The effect size of the treatment is calculated by the 
following formula (Cohen cited in Thalhaimer and Cook (2003, p. 4)): 
      X2 – X1 
d ꞊      
       Spooled        
Legends: 
d =  Cohen’d effect size 














Pre-test Score Post-test Score
Grafik: Mean Score for The Pre-Test and The Post Test
Mean Score of The Pre-
Test and The Post Test
X2  = mean score of post test 
Spooled  = standard deviation 
The result of effect size will be categorized into some classification. 
Cohen (1992, p. 157), classifies the effect size as : (1)“small” if the criteria of 
effect size is less than 0,2 (ES<0,2); (2) “medium” if the effect size is between 0,2 
and 0,8 (0,2<ES<0,8); (3) “large” if the effect size is larger than 0,8 (ES>0,8). 
 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 
This research found out that the mean score of the pre-test was 59.71, and 
the mean score of post-test was 68.85. As can be seen in the chart below, the 
mean score of post test is higher than the mean score of pre test. The students’ 
performance from pre test to post test improved about 9.14. This interval score 
indicates that students’ writing ability in the post test is better than in the pre test. 
The graphic of the pre test and post test mean score is showed as follows: 
The effect size of the treatment will be computed by using effect size (ES) 
formula :  
      X2 – X1 
d ꞊      
       Spooled   
 
d = 68.85– 59.71 
                        
             7.76 
    =   9.14 
                  
         7.76 
    =  1.17 
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As can be seen in the above computation, the effect size of using 
Transition Action Details strategy to teach writing in recount texts was 1.17. It is 
bigger than 0.80. It is categorized as effective. Therefore, the third alternative 
hypothesis stating “the effectiveness of teaching writing recount texts using 
transition action details strategy is categorized “large” if the effect size is larger 
than 0,8” is accepted. Other hypotheses are rejected.  
 
Discussion 
The findings showed that TAD strategy is very contributive to increase 
students’ writing ability, particularly in recount texts. The success of TAD 
strategy are caused by some factors. Firstly, the use of TAD encourages students 
to plan their story. When the ideas are numerous, the students need to do a story 
planning; otherwise, the story may not be organized well (Peha (2005, p. 12)). 
The planning of the text itself helps students to generate ideas. Through the use of 
TAD, students are helped to manage their ideas by following the guidance in TAD 
draft. Besides, this strategy provides internal structure to sort information and see 
patterns and relationships between the information. It helps the students to make 
clear sequences of events happened in the story and increase the ability to create a 
logical flow and coherency in writing a story. This strategy can clear up students’ 
confusion in writing process. It can ease them to organize ideas, to sequence the 
events, and to plan their writing. The application of TAD makes the students can 
organize their story better. It also encouraged unity, cohesion, and coherency of 
the texts written by the students.  
Secondly, the application of TAD strategy fulfills the need of students to 
write longer story with detailed information and many supporting details. Nui 
(2013, p. 48) describes that TAD helps students to remember or to add more 
transitions and details to their writing. It encourages students to develop multiple 
details related to one event in a sequence. It will help students to put the main 
ideas on “action” column and to develop multiple ideas on “details” column. 
Then, the students may produce ideas with more supporting details and 
descriptions. The importance of applying Transition Action Details strategy is to 
train the students to make correlated sentences among the paragraphs. This 
strategy is used to help the students identify the main idea and the related 
supporting ideas of the paragraph. This graphic organizer provides students space 
to describe what happened, to supply a reaction or details about what happened, 
and to use temporal words to signal event order as explained before in the three 
columns (transition, action, and details columns). Then, students can spread or 
organize numerous ideas to produce an organized piece of writing. By using this 
strategy, students learn how to develop their ideas logically and completely. It can 
lead students to write ideas and organize them to fulfill reader’s intention with 
complete and clear ideas. In fact, finding in students’ post test shows that 
students’ writing were more complete because they add more details to explain 
their story. Furthermore, the objective of learning writing recount texts in senior 
high school which requires the students to write more complete story can be 
achieved because students are trained to write longer and detailed information 
through the use of TAD.  
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The above factors provide the chance for students to be better in some 
aspects of writing. Nui (2013, p. 43) describes that Transition Action Details 
strategy has some advantages in the writing process. In line with the findings, it 
shows that the improvement is on the aspects of idea and organization whereas 
other aspects are at a minimum level. The minimum improvement might be 
caused by the students’ proficiency in English. Considering that writing needs a 
mastery of various elements which needed by the students, students need to have 
their own knowledge to support their writing skill. TAD only encourages students 
to be better in some aspects, but the students need the mastery of various elements 
to support them in learning writing. 
Eventough this strategy is considered to be effective, it can not be denied 
that there are some obstacles in its application. When applying the treatment, there 
are some obstacles that the researcher faces. The first obstacle is about time 
management. This strategy takes long time in its application. The writing process 
by using TAD is time consuming and a slow process. Students need to make draft 
of their story first, then rewrite their story. In this way, some students becomes 
tired and lazy to rewrite their story and to do some revisions.  
Next, the task of the researcher to control the classroom as well as to give 
the feedback is demanding. The researcher is overwhelmed due to students’ 
writing process that needs a lot of guidance. Some students sometimes forgot to 
add more details in the story or the researcher needs to remind the students about 
the application of TAD itself and so forth, so the researcher needs to handle 
classroom well. Concerning the writing process is complex, the classroom 
management is essential to make TAD strategy more effective. In fact, those 
factors may affect students’ writing. If the problems can be solved well, the 
students’ writing may be better. 
Finally, the use of TAD strategy is applicable to be one of alternatives to 
teach writing recount texts. Finding shows that students’ writing becomes better 
after using this strategy. In conclusion, the use of Transition Action Details 
strategy is very effective to teach writing recount texts to Year-10 Students of 
“SMA Kemala Bhayangkari Kubu Raya”  in Academic Year 2014/2015. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the discussion in this present research, it is concluded that 
Transition Action Details strategy may be one of recommended strategies to 
improve students’ writing skill, especially in recount texts. Finding shows that 
students’ writing becomes better after using TAD strategy. It is supported by the 
increase of students’ score in post test especially in content and organization. It 
shows that Transition Action Details strategy impacts positively to make students 
write better by using guidance and drafting their story. The three columns 
(transition, action, and details) in TAD draft enable students to use transitions, 
describe what happen, and supply reaction or details about what happen in the 
story. Thus, students can write better through the use of TAD draft which helps 
students to construct good sentences and paragraphs. Furthermore, TAD also 
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motivates students to write more supporting details in their story so that they can 
achieve learning objectives to write a complete story with good organization and 
satisfying content. 
Although it is found out that the application of TAD was time consuming 
and a slow process, it is still useful to be applied in the classroom as long as the 
teacher and students can manage their time well. By practicing writing more, 
students can use this strategy without taking too much time. This strategy will 
even work better if students’ proficiency in English is better too. So, the use of 
this strategy needs to be supported by the ability of students in English language 
too. Students need to be have good basic writing skill like having more 
vocabularies, using correct grammar and mechanics, and so forth in order to write 
smoothly. In conclusion, TAD is very helpful to help students in constructing 
sentences and paragraph, organizing their ideas better, enhancing students to make 
the texts become complete, united, and coherent. Thus, it is recommended to use 
TAD as one of strategies to teach writing recount texts. 
 
Suggestions 
Based on the data analysis of the research and the above conclusion, the 
researcher would like to give some suggestions as follows: (1) english teacher 
needs to facilitate students with appropriate strategies. It is recommended for 
english teacher to use Transition Action Details strategy as one of alternatives that 
will help students much in organizing and creating story better. (2) in applying 
TAD strategy, it is hoped that English teacher can manage time and classroom. 
English teacher also needs to give clear instruction of using TAD for students to 
make them learn better. (3) it is hoped that students can increase their writing 
skill. Students need to enrich their knowledge and ability about the use of correct 
tenses, grammar, mechanics, and vocabulary. So, their development in writing 
skill could be better. (4) the TAD strategy can be used for students to develop 
writing not only at school but also at home. They can use TAD to learn writing 
individually and develop their writing better. (5) it is hoped that TAD strategy can 
be combined by another teaching strategies. It may be more fun and effective if 
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